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A bibliographical report submitted aR ol We True, Spe 
Relations Work, U. S. Department of Agriculture, at the 
‘Amnval Convention of the Association of Land-Grant} 
Chicago, Jil., November 14,°1923, 


In accordance with the action of this Association in 1920 the bibli- 
ography presented herewith has been Beakden aed the direction of the 
Specialist in States Relations Work by Miss Martha L. Gericke, librarian’ of 
the Office of Experiment Stations. 

“The bibliographical report last year ae With tne lh sabi and 
use of illustrations as an essential in supplementing the written word. This 
year it was thought that perhaps a short list of sslected references on sone 
entific and technical writing might be opportrne. 

The teaching of "agricultural journalism", "industrial du beicadetsi or 
Scientific and technical writing has now been taken up oy many of our leading 
colleges. Up to 4 Short time ago, hovever, the courses offered in journalism 


or writing in general at our colleges and universities were usually along 


‘purely literary lines. The fact that scientific men needed special courses 


in writing was not generally recognized, and many of the scientific workers 
now in service have had no training with definite reference to the literary 
work they are called upon to do. For some reason students in agricultural 
and engineering courses often have a contempt for good nee in writing. Too 

ften Such men after college days find it difficult to explain the processes 
they employ or to give clear descriptions of their work and its results. 

The general public of today is more interested in So Pe TERS and 

technical matters than ever before and is ready to read about them. ‘The ran- 
agers of popular journals have such a poor opinion of the writing anility of 


scientists that they have in many cases either avoided them entirely or have 


Patient aera: we 
attempted to obtain popular records of their work through the agency of re- ._ 
porters or literary persons with little or no Imowledge of the, subject-matter 
about which they are writfaes woo WEED wae \uidatisPactory results this 
method is usually employed, Jt is, however, idle to expect rer ee in the 
popular presentation of scientific subjects until there are more people with 
scientific knowledge who can write well, 

The mass of current literature on almost all branches of science has 
become so great that even specialists have great difficulty in keéping up with 
the record of progress in their respective lines, And this. burden is greatly . 
increased by the faulty -and Seedling eel pete often found in scientific, 
journals. The usefulness of an investigator is very mich lessened unless he: 
is able to impart his knowlédse to cthers through the medium of cléar, concise 
language. The strength and progress of scientific teaching and research are 
very dependent on the character of scientific literature, The value of techni- 
cal writing as an educational factor is often as great to the writer as it is, 
to any of the readers, It develops in the writer observation, analysis, logi- 
cal thinking and presentation of facts, concentration, unity, accuracy of: 
expression and statements, ‘The good writer besides advancing his field of 
science also gains in reputation and authoritys | 

Before attempting to transfer facts and our thoughts about them to the. 
minds of others, we must ourselves have a very clear conception of the. subject, 
The clearness with which we express ourselves reflects in large measure. the 
clearness of our cwn thoughts, It is said that Schopenhauer divided writers 
into three groups. The first and largest group included those that wrote with- 
out thinking; the second thought and wrote at the same time; the third grown, © 
avery small one, thought before they even began to write, The only stifficient 


reason for writing should be the belief that the record of our experience would 


be of value to others, Its value is lost or greatly diminished by obscure or 
clumsy presentation of the facts and the writer's interpretation of them. 
Huxley's theory of style was "to say that which has to be said in such lan-— 
guage that you can stand cross«examination on each word", 

Standard symbols, accurate citations, carefully checked lists of 
references and bibliographies also add a great deal to the value of a scien- 
tific paper. There would probably be general agreement that where statements 
are actually quoted, credit should be given and that acknowledgement should 
be made of assistance given by others in preparation of any paper, but alas! 
this little poem of Kipling's which is so fittingly brought in by Mr. RB. 
Fleming in one of his articles in the following bibliography too often has 
direct application in the scientific writing of our day. 

When 'Omer smote 'is bloomin lyre, 
He'd 'eard men sing by land an' sea, 
An! what he thought ‘te might require, 
'E went an' took — the same as me, !' 
The market-girls an! fishermen, 

The shepherds an! sailors too, 

They *eard old songs turn up again, 
But kept it quiet - Same as you.! 
They knew 'e stole; te knew they knowed, 
They didn’t tell nor make a fuss, 

But winked at 'Omer down the road, 
An' ‘te winked back - the same as us-! 

There may be a justifiable plagiarism by poets, novelists and historians 
but not by scientists. 

In preparing this list we have had in mind three major types of writing 
which the members of this Association might be interested in. First the pure- 
ly scientific or technical writing which describes investigations or discusses 


scientific truths and methods. Under this type would come the contributions 


to professional journals, monographs, bulletins and reports, The next type 


tke 


is more concerned with the popiteari zation of scientific facts and conclusions 
and under it would come the writing for.newspepers, popular builetins, exten~ 
sion bulletins and circulars, and semi=scientific or popular journals. Under 
the last type is included writing for that form of publication which business 
concerns call a house organ =. a publication which either sells ‘the work or 
project to the community or sells the job to the workers, The extension sere 
vice news, the college paper, the college press bulletins and the farm bureau 
news might be cited as examples of such publications. 

Many of the institutions or colleges with which the members of this 
association are connected have dafinite style bocks to. be used in the prepa- 
ration of manuscripts for printing. For the benefit of those who may not be 
familiar with such books, a number of recognized manuals of style have been 
included in this list. They are very useful guides to authors in matters of 
punctuation, capitalization, methods of preparing bivdliograpnies, sclecting 
of type, proofreading, etc. A number of the titles included in this list 
are also textbooks used in py courses in technical and scientific journal- 
ism. As a rule these books give the general principles of exposition and also 
include exemples of scientific writing chosen from well recognized authors. 

As many of the articles do not readily lend themselves to listing by 
classes it was decided to use an ‘Siphebettear reneeuedt by authors. It is 
hoped that owingsto its shortness, the lack of f nidiea in Sat wenare Will not 


prove an inconvenience in the use of this list. 
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American association of agricultural college editors. i Miscellancous 
pavers on agriculture! journalism. |] 64 5, (Peocescings of the 
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Atwood, M. V. Country newspaper: its place ani its problems. (Cornell 
Counts ryman Ve 16 (1920), nowl, Pp» 9 11. do 


Aydelotte, Prank athe - English ap engineering: a volume of essays for 
English classes in engineering schoois. @d ed. 4315p. New York, 
McGraw - Hiil Book Co., 1923.5 | 3 ) 
"Bibliography" p. 410 = 415, 


Baney 2, «Cy The country weekly: a manual for the reset journalist and 
for students of the country fieid.. 347 p. iew York, D, Appleton 
and CO. + 1917- 


Bishop, W. We The record.of science, (Science, new series, v. 56 (1922), 
no. 1LU43, P- 205 ~ 216.) 


Bogardus, E. S. A raise for erie social ‘science "papers", <0 p. 
Los Angeles, Calif., Unive of pouthern Cal-formia Press, LCLS. 


Bogardus, E. S, The technique of prevaring ‘social science ‘papers. ed ed. revs 
36 p. Los Angeles, Calif. Southern California sociological society, Univ 


of Southern California, [1921]. 
A revision of the author’s "A guide for writines secial science tapers! . 


Chicago University. Press: See University of Chicago, Press. 
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Columbia University Press. Style book of typographical practice at the Uni- 
versity printing office, [54]p. Now lotr Columbia University, LON Te 


Crawford, N. A. Preparation for editorial oe on farm papers, (Konsese State 
Agricultural College Bul vel (1917), N0«5e (Industrial Journalism 
series 3.) 35. : 


Dean, F. G., Palmer, Ws C. and Crawford, Ne Ae; comp. Editing. the agricul- 


tural bulletin: stylebook of the Amer cai association of agricultural ‘ 
editors, 44p. Manhattan, Kansas,[Amer, Assoce of agricultural college 
editors], 1918. pe : at ys \ 


Harle, S. C. The theory and practice of ean writing. 301 pe New York, 
The Macmillan Co., 1911. digreiges 


Bason, J. L. and Weseen, Me H, English, science and engineering: a collection 
of expository essays for students of science and engineering, 46 De 
Garden City, N. Y., Doubleday, Page and Co,, 1913. 


Fleming, R, Faults of technical literature. (Engineering News, v. 74 (1915), 
Nowl2, pe5tS - 59.) 


Fleming, RB. The We i up of technical books. (Engineering News-Record V~85 


(1920), nos 8, De 369.) 


Frost, Harwood Good engineering literature: vhat to read and how to write... 
422 ps Chicago, Chicago Book Co., of 1911]. 


Fulcher, G. S. Scientific abstracting: is it worth while for scientific 
journals to provide abstracts at the beginning of their articles? 
(Science, new series, v.54 (1921), no.1396, Pe 291 ~ 295.) 


Fulcher, G. 5S. The usefulness of analytic abstracts. (Science, new series, 
¥e 56(1922), now 1459, p.678 ~ 680.) . po 


Goodell, J» M. Writing for puolication. (Journal of the American Water Works 
Association ve5 (1918) ,no. 4, ps 393 — 400.) 


Ives, G. B, Text, type and style:.a compendium of Atlantic usagee 305 pe 
' Boston, The Atlantic Monthly Press, 192k Je . 


Johnston, T. J. Engineering Englisha (Qremeachions' 6 of the American Institute 
of electrical engineers v. 22. (1904) Pe 609 - - Sule ; | 


Kimball, D. S. Technical education and technical journals. — j 
Machinist v. 47 (1937), Noe 23, Be 99¢ ~ 933+) SOE 6s 9 GaN ; 


Kirkwood, We P, What schools of De he have done and can. do. (Inland 
Printed ve 59 (1917), no. 5, p.687 = 689.) > - a. ANGE de 


Lamme, B. G. Preparation of techriical papers, ‘(The Electri¢ Journal werd « 
(1919), pe 383 ~ 384. 
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Macmillan Comany, New York, Notes for the guidance of authors on the prevarae 
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Hogesce OO DH. Chicago, American Medicel Association, cl1i922]}. 

Mann, Re S. [ed. ] leskvooz of the school of jcurnelism. fig ed. revo (Univ. 
Nisecur? Bui. v7." T1920), noe 25 “(WJourialiemw’ sar. ‘212 ») (3pp. 

Martin, F, L, The house-organ = its contents, (Inland Printer v. 59{1917), 
O25, De 649 ~ 652.) 


Meade, Ra. Ko The making of a technical book, (The Chemical Engineer v. 8 (1908), 
NO oe ee De ee5 ited 230.) é 


Mehren, E. J. The making of a technical journal, (Journal of the Western 
Society of Engineers v, 1°(1904). now 4, ve 393 - 403.) 
Mehren, E, J. The making of a technical journal. (Engineering Record v. 69, 
1914), no, 6, p. 22: : 
Abstract of a paner printed in Journal of Western Society of Engineers. 


Mellish, Me H. The writing of medical papers. 15/ p. Fhiladelphia, W. B. 
saunders Co,, 1922. 
Biblicgraphy pe. 115 = ii 

Morrison, J. G. Why is a country nevspaper? (Inland Printer v, 58 (1917), 
NOs 6, po SOL ot. 303.) 


Norton, F. H. ‘The art of writing scientific reports. (The Scientific Monthly 
ve 11 (1920), pe 543 — 554.) 


Oberly, E. R. Abstracts and titles of scientific articles from the librarian's 
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motive Industries v. 43. (1919), noe 12, pe 572-5 74e) 


Parmelee, H. C, The technicel paper and its new relation to industry, (Chemi- 
cal and Metallurgical Engineering ve 26 (1922), no. 5, pe 197 = 206.) 
Also in (Journal of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry v. ib (1922), 
NO» 2, De 153. ~ 156.) 


Pence, R. W.- A manual of the mechanics cf writing. @2ll p. New York 
Macmillan Co., 1921, 


Place, Frank Bibliographic style in medical literature. 12 p. New York, 
William Wood and Go., 1913 (Reprinted from Medical Record, Jan. 25, 
1913.) -Bibliggraphy p. 12. 


Place, Frank, jr.e Observations on the philcsophy and ethics of research and 
mublication. (Science, new series, ve 52 (1920), no» 1355, pe 553 = 584.) 
Few salient points and comments on a chepter of E. F. Smith's book 


Pottenger, F. M. Some observaticns on the present status of American medical 
journalism, (President's addr ne ‘ransactions cf the American 
Therapeutic Society 1915, pv. 19. 
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Ramsay, R. E. Effective house organs. 261 p. New York, De. Appleton and Co., 
1920. 


Ritkera, Ts Ae Technical writing. ed ed, re-written and enl. 33/p. New 
York, John Wiley and Sons, hata 


Rickard, T. A. Technical writing-jargon. (Mining and Scientific Press, ve 
120 (1920), no. 18, p.640 ~ 64.) 
A chapter from his book on "Technical writing". 


Riverside Press, Cambridge, Mass. Handbook of style in use at The Rivers: 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 35 p. Boston, Houghton, Mafflin Cl ac 
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Robertson, Charles Want of Reto to the time of th a a press. 
(Science, new series, ve45(i917), no. 1166, p. 442 = ina 


Rogers, Cs E. How to gather and write farm news. (Kansas State Agric 
College Bul. ve. 7 (1923), no. 6 50 p. industrial Journalism Seri 


Rowell1,C. H. The press as an intermediary between the investigator and the 
public. (Science, new series, v. 50(1919), no. 1285, p. 14 


Shackford, M. He For better bibliographies. (Educational Review v.57 (1919), 
NO x or Re YZ 3 8, ) ; 


Sherbow, Benjamin Meking type work, 129 p.. New York, The Century Co., 1919. 
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Slosson, E. E. Don‘ts for would-be writers of scientific articles for the 
public press, (Jour, Indystrial and Engineering Chemistry ve. 11(1919), 
Noe ly Po 7l = 72-) 


smith, E. F. On publication Fete. }] (In his: An introduction to bacterial 
diseases of plants. ChapV: General observations. Philadelphia, W. Be 
Saunders Co., 1920, p.643 ~ 650.3 


Smith, G. 0. Plain geology. (Sconomic Geology v.17(1922), noel, pe3t - 39.) 


Starring, G, A, The farm bureau news, {[South Dakota] State College of Agri- 
culture Bul, v. 10(1918), no.3, Suppl, 12 yp.) 
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York, Oxford University Press, American Branch, 191 


summey, George, comp. Style book of the North Carolina State college of agri~ 
culture and engineering, (North Carolina] State college record v,13(1919), 
HOels 320.) 


Sypherd, W. 0. A handbook of English for engineers, 314 p, Chicago, Scott, 
Foresman and Company, ¢f{1913]j. 
Bibliography p. 306 = 310, 


Thompson, K. 0, Technical exposition: a textbook on the application of exposi- 
tion to technical writing, desimed for students in scientific, agricul- 
tural, and engineering colleges, 231 p. New York, Harper and Brothers, 
e[1922]. “Books suggested for consultation" at end of chapters, 


University of Chicago Press, A manual of style: a compilation of typographical 
rules... 5th ede 300 p. Chicago, ‘the University of Chicago Press, c[1917]. 


U. S. Government Printing Office, Style manual of the Government Printing 
office, Rev. ed.: February, 1923. 224+ p, Washington, 1923. 


Warman, P. ©. A plea for better English in science, (Science, new series, 
ve 18-(1903), no. 461, p. 563 = 568.) 


Watt, H. A. The composition of technical papers. 431 p. New York, McGraw 
Hill Book Co., ince, 1917. 


Watt, He Ae Teaching engineering students to write. (Mining and Scientific 
Press v. 122 (1921), nop 6, p. 192 ~ 134.) 
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Wiilson, H. W. Co., New York Style book: a compilation of rules,.. |2d ed] 


86 pe New York, The H. WV. Wilson Co., 1921. 


Wood, G. McL. Suggestions to authors of papers submitted for publication by 
the United States Geological Survey.s..5d ed. 120 p. Washington, U. 5S. 
Dept. Interior. Geological Survey, 1916. 
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